Leader Overview
Volume Overview
How do I live for God?
As we learn how to live for God, we’ll explore what that looks like in our everyday life. We know the Bible speaks to us, and God wants each of us to live connected to other believers. So, since that’s all true, how do we put God first? How do we get through all the confusion and uncertainty in this world? What does God expect when it comes to giving? How can we show others we care? In these sessions, we’ll consider what the Bible has to say in response to very important questions like these.
Session Overview
I Put God First
The rich man approached Jesus and asked Him a simple question. What must I do to inherit eternal life? In essence, he was asking how he should live for God so that one day he may live with God. Jesus’ answer ended with this: Give up everything and follow Me. Jesus wasn’t arguing that it was wrong to own possessions, but He was helping the man understand that God must be the first priority of our life.
Bible Lesson
Treasures in Heaven
Mark 10:17–22; Matthew 6:19–34
Faith Fact
I put God first.
Faith Verse
Matthew 6:33 (NLT)
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.”
Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	


You Will Need
Large Group
· Bible
· Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Chain Reaction” by River Valley Worship; “Only Wanna Sing” by Hillsong Young & Free; “Build My Life” by Passion; “Way Maker” by Leeland)
· For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Countdown60 Video– 60 seconds
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Faith Verse Video or Slide
	•	Bible Lesson Video
	•	Teaching Point Slides 1–3
	•	Large Group Game Pages 1 and 2, one set
Small Group
	•	Small Group Group Connection Page, one per small group
	•	Pencils or pens, one per small group
	•	Countdown60 Video–60 seconds
	•	Bibles for kids in the group to share
	•	Small Group Faith Verse Review, one set per team
	•	Scissors
	•	Cups, one per team
	•	Optional: Phone with stopwatch to time activity
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils, one per kid

To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Large Group
· Download videos and slides if needed.
· Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
· Print and cut apart the Large Group Game Pages 1 and 2, one set.
· Hide the Large Group Game slips or coins around the room.
· Read the Bible Lesson Scripture to prepare for teaching time.
Small Group
· Print copies of the Small Group Group Connection Page, one per small group.
· Print and cut apart the Small Group Faith Verse Review, one set per team
· Place each set of slips in a cup, one set per team.
· Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.

First time leading Learn for Kids? Check out the Facilitator Guide.


Large Group
30 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
Welcome! I’m so glad you’re here! How many of you have a favorite hobby, game, or activity that you like to do? Raise your hand. (Group response) Shout out what you love to do. (Allow responses.) Those are awesome! A lot of us spend time practicing our hobbies—whether it’s a sport, playing an instrument, drawing, or singing. When we spend time doing those things, we’re showing others what is important to us. What gets a lot of our time is often what we put first in our life.
Faith Fact
Today, we’ll talk about what it looks like to put God first. Our Faith Fact for today is I put God first. We’ll learn about what we can do to show God how important He is in our life.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Say our Faith Fact with me. Ready? I put God first. Let’s say it one more time. I put God first. Great job!

Game
Hidden Treasure Hunt
	
You Will Need
	•	Large Group Game Pages 1 and 2, one set
	•	Optional: Twenty coins
	•	Scissors
	•	Countdown60 Video–60 seconds
Getting Ready
	•	Print and cut apart the Large Group Game Pages 1 and 2, one set.
	•	Hide the Large Group Game slips or coins around the room.



When people have something that’s important to them, they want to make sure it’s protected and safe. Today, we have secure places to keep valuable things. Raise your hand if you have a special place to keep your money or other keepsakes. (Group response) Long ago people used to bury or hide things that they treasured. I thought we should hunt for some treasure.
Today, you’ll hunt for some things people treasure that have been hidden all over this room. You’ll need to use your best searching skills to find these treasures. I have hidden twenty slips of paper (or coins) around the room. The challenge is to find all the treasures in less than one minute. Let’s play!

•	Play the Countdown60 Video–60 seconds
•	When time is up, have kids return to their seat and determine the winner.
Wow! Great job! You’re excellent treasure hunters. What kind of treasures did you find? (Allow responses.) When we value something, we give it our attention and focus. For example, the hobbies you named earlier are things you might spend time doing. We should do the same with God. Some of the pictures are about our relationship with God. That’s what our Faith Fact reminds us about. Let’s say it. I put God first.

Worship
One way to show God He is important to us is by worshipping Him. We can worship Him by singing. Let’s sing together.
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two praise songs. See suggestions at the beginning of the session.


Bible Lesson
Thanks for worshipping with me today. Now let’s get ready to learn from God’s Word. In our Bible story today, Jesus was teaching people what it can look like to put God first in their life and show honor to Him. Sometimes Jesus taught using stories called parables. Does anyone know what a parable is? (Allow responses.)
A parable is a story that helps teach a lesson. Let’s pay attention to the parable Jesus was teaching so we can learn the lesson, too. Remember, we can always learn something from God’s Word, so let’s pray and ask God to help us today.
Prayer
	
Dear God, please help us learn from Your Word today. Help us to see how we can put You first in everything we do. Amen.


Video Intro
Just before we look at the Bible story, let’s watch this video.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video.

Bible Story
Treasures in Heaven
That was a great introduction to our time in God’s Word. Earlier we talked about treasures and the things that are important to us. In the Bible passage we’ll read, Jesus challenged those who were listening to Him to make sure they put God first in all things. If you want to follow along, open your Bible or app to Matthew 6:19–34.
•	Read the Bible story aloud to the group.
•	In order to keep Large Group time moving along, we don’t recommend having the kids read.
•	Optional: Remind the kids to mark this place with their Bible Bookmark, so they can read it on their own at home.
Teaching Time
	
You Will Need
· Teaching Point Slides 1–3
· Phone
· Bag of dirt

No prep needed for this activity.



Jesus used stories over and over again in the Bible to help us understand what He was trying to teach. If we just read some of the stories Jesus shared, we might not understand what He was saying. They might not make sense right away. This is one of those stories. The story talks about treasures and lamps, but Jesus wasn’t just talking about those items. He was telling people what we should put first in our life.
Jesus knew that what we choose to put first has a big effect on our entire life. Remember, our Faith Fact today is I put God first. Let’s say that together one more time. I put God first.
1. Our treasure reveals our heart.
•	Show the Teaching Point 1 Slide.

We all have something that we care about a lot. It might be your pet or something you’re good at. It’s important for us to remember that we can’t hold on to those things forever. Jesus said that the things we treasure reveal something about our heart. Think about something that you really, really love, whether it’s a person, thing, or activity. Raise your hand if you’d like to share what you care about. (Allow responses.)
Those are all awesome things, but none of them will actually last forever. At some point, our favorite things might break or get lost. We might not be able to do our favorite hobbies anymore. Sadly, even special people won’t live forever. (Hold up phone.) Lots of people put value in this. They may spend a lot of time on it. Eventually, this phone will break, get dirty, or become outdated. Then, it’s pretty much worth the same as a pile of dirt to me.
Who we spend the most time with or what we spend the most time doing is what’s in our heart as the most important thing. God wants our relationship with Him to be the most important thing for us, not the things of this world. He wants us to treasure spending time with Him—in His Word, in worship, going to church, and talking to Him in prayer.
Sometimes, we can treasure the things we have or the things we enjoy doing more than we should, like the hobbies we talked about earlier. Just imagine if instead of looking like ourself, we looked like whatever our greatest treasure is. What would you look like? Would you look like a game controller? Money? Another person? Your favorite pet or toy? These things can take the place of what’s really important. Who is the most important? (Group response) That’s right, God! We should work toward looking like Him on the inside so that people see His love through us on the outside.
2. God is the greatest treasure.
•	Show the Teaching Point 2 Slide.

Don’t get me wrong, it’s wonderful to enjoy what God has given to us, but we must be careful that these things don’t ever distract us from the treasures that God gives us. The best treasure that God gives us lasts forever; it’s God himself.
God gave each of us a way to have relationship with Him that allows us to spend eternity with Him. That’s an amazing treasure! Think about it. Living forever and ever with the Creator of the universe sounds like something to treasure.
Let’s think about my treasure I mentioned earlier. (Pull out phone.) I use this all the time, and I have tons of important information, pictures, and even some games on here. Is it more or less valuable than God? (Group response)
Wait a second! I forgot that we said that one day this thing will pretty much be a pile of dirt when it breaks.
•	Pull out a bag of dirt and put the phone away.
Now, I have a pile of dirt. Is this worth more or less than the treasure we have in God? (Group response) Of course, God is worth more. It’s an obvious choice. It can be hard for that choice to be this obvious in our everyday life, but when we remember what kind of treasure God has prepared for us, it can be a lot easier to keep Him as our focus.
3. We must give up anything that keeps us from God.
•	Show the Teaching Point 3 Slide.

We know that God is worth more than anything else this world can offer, whether it’s a person, place, or thing. Those may not last forever, but God does! This is good news. The bad news is that sometimes other things distract us from what is really important.
I have a quick question for you. Who is someone that you would love to meet? (Allow responses.) Imagine they walked into the room right now, and you had the chance to meet them and to talk with them. Instead of doing that, you decided to play a game on my phone. What kind of choice would that be? (Allow responses.) It would be super sad if a phone game kept you from meeting your hero.
In the same way, we can’t let anything else distract us from putting God first. What’s our Faith Fact? I put God first. Anything that keeps us from making God first in our life needs to go because connecting with God is too important and amazing to miss out on. Nothing compares to Him. God has done so much for us, and we don’t want anything in this world to keep us from all the good stuff God has in store for us.

Prayer and Response
Consider playing a worship song softly in the background while kids pray.
Do you know that the most important Person you could ever meet is waiting to spend time with you right this second? The most special Person is the one who created you, who has a purpose for you, and who loves you more than anything. Who is that? (Group response) God! God loves when you choose to spend time with Him. He loves when you stop and take a minute to spend time with Him.
Right now, let’s think about what is most important in our life. I don’t want you to think about what should be most important or what you say is the most important. I want you to think about what you actually spend your time on because that shows it is the most important.
Is God the first priority in your life? Have you decided to follow Him and to share His love with others? God has so much to give us, and He wants everyone to know the joy that comes from putting Him first. Is there anything that’s getting in the way right now of you keeping God as the focus of your life?
Let’s take some time and ask God what our next step is from today’s Bible story. Maybe it’s choosing to follow Jesus for the first time. Maybe He wants you to give up whatever is keeping you from Him. Everyone, bow your head, close your eyes, and let’s ask God to speak to us.
Prayer
•	Optional: Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	
Dear God, we open our heart and mind to You so that we can hear from You today. We want You to be our greatest treasure. Show us if anything is distracting us from putting You first. Help us to always keep You first in our life. Amen.



Now, let’s be silent and listen to the Holy Spirit. Also, I want to invite you to pray with a leader about what God speaks to you or about any other need you have today.
•	Pause while kids pray.
I really hope that you heard from God today. If you didn’t, don’t worry. God speaks to us in many ways at different times, and hearing His voice is something we practice.
Faith Verse
Our new Faith Verse tells us that when we put God first and follow Him, He will make sure we have everything that we need.
•	Play Faith Verse Video.

Matthew 6:33 (NLT)
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.”
Remember God’s kingdom is worth more than any treasure earth has to offer us.
Faith Fact
Before we go to our small groups, let’s review our Faith Fact again.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Say it with me. I put God first. I know you can do that. It’s been great learning with you today.
•	Dismiss kids to Small Group time or to go home if your group time ends here.









Small Group
30 Minutes
This section can be done in conjunction with the large group or on its own if you do small groups with your kids. During Small Group time, the goal is to connect the kids with the Word of God and to each other. All activities are led by the small group leader.

Group Connection
Earth vs. Heaven
	
You Will Need
· Small Group Group Connection Page, one per small group
· Pencils or pens, one per small group
· Countdown60 Video–60 seconds
Getting Ready
· Print the Small Group Group Connection Page, one per small group.



Let’s take some time to think about the kinds of treasures we have in this life on earth and compare them to the kinds we can have in heaven. Let’s work together to list our earthly treasures on the left side of our page. Let’s see how many we can name in one minute.
•	Play the Countdown60 Video–60 seconds.

Now, let’s list our treasures from God on the right side of our page. Let’s see how many we can name in one minute.
•	Play the Countdown60 Video–60 seconds.

This is a great list! Look at all the things that can get in the way of us putting God first. (Read the Earth side.) That makes it very important to remember our Faith Fact. Let’s say it together. I put God first. Now look at all the blessings of choosing God. (Read the Heaven side.) God blesses us when we put Him first.

Learn about It
	
You Will Need
· Bibles for kids in your group to share

No prep needed for this activity.



Scripture Search: Deuteronomy 6:4–7; Matthew 13:44–46; Mark 10:17–22.
Let’s dig deeper into God’s Word and see what else God has to say about putting Him first. As we find and read each of these passages, let’s consider: What does this Scripture mean for our life today?
•	Give each kid a Bible and search for one or more of the Scriptures as a group together (as time allows). When everyone has found the Scripture, have one of the kids read it. Then answer the questions about it.
•	Pair kids who need additional help with older kids or start simple and look up the session’s Bible story Scripture: Matthew 6:19–34. Kids will get better finding Scriptures the more they practice.
•	Optional: Make this a competition to see who can find the Scripture first.
Bible Reading Tip
God’s Word is so good. Something important to know about the Bible is called context. Context means understanding what is happening in the time and place when a Bible verse was written a long time ago. Context also looks at what was happening before and after the verses. It answers several questions: Who was talking? Who was listening? What was happening before and after? When we know the context of a verse, it can help God’s words have more meaning to us.
For example, did you know that the words from the verse in Deuteronomy we just looked up were first given to God’s people not long after He freed them from Egypt? When we know what’s happening in the big picture behind some of these verses, it helps us to better learn, remember, and understand them.
Challenge
This week, look up our Faith Verse in your Bible and try to learn the context of what was happening. Who was talking? Who was listening? What was happening before and after? This might help you better learn and understand our verse.
Faith Fact
Reading the verse and learning about its context in God’s Word is a reminder to me of our Faith Fact. Say it with me. I put God first. Reading the Bible is one way we do that.

Group Discussion
Feel free to use all or just a few questions as a jumping-off place for good discussion. Questions marked with * are designed for more conversation. Adjust the questions based on the age or maturity of your group. Typically, older kids will be able to dive a little deeper than younger ones.
Questions
•	If small group activities are not immediately following large group time, you may want to read the Bible story passage before this discussion.
* What is a treasure that you have or something you spend time on?
* What can these treasures teach us about our heart and what’s important to us?
What did Jesus say about the treasures of this earth?
Why is God the greatest treasure?
* What do we need to do if something is keeping us from God? Why do we need to do this?
* What is something that might be getting in the way of you connecting with God?
What are some ways you can put God first this week?
* How can others tell that you put God first?
Prayer Requests
Finish group discussion by sharing prayer requests and praise reports. Keep track of your small group’s prayer requests and review them each time you meet.
Prayer
Have kids pray for each other’s prayer requests.

Faith Verse Review
	
You Will Need
	•	Small Group Faith Verse Review, one set per team
	•	Scissors
	•	Cups, one per team
	•	Optional: Phone with stopwatch to time activity
Getting Ready
	•	Print and cut apart the Small Group Faith Verse Review, one set per team
	•	Place each set of slips in a cup, one set per team.



Our Faith Verse for today is Matthew 6:33. It tells us that when we seek God’s kingdom and honor God’s ways, He takes care of us and gives us everything we need. Let’s watch the Faith Verse video and do the actions together.
Matthew 6:33 (NLT)
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.”
•	Show Faith Verse Video.

Faith Verse Fun
Scripture Scramble
Our Faith Verse is one that is very important to keep in our heart. Let’s practice it by unscrambling it together. Pay attention, because after we do it once together, we’ll divide into teams and see which team can finish first.
•	Give kids the Small Group Faith Verse Review slips.
•	Record the fastest times for the teams and declare a winner.

Activity Page
Thank You, God
	
You Will Need
· Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
· Pencils, one per kid
Getting Ready
· Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



God loves us so much. He sent Jesus to this world to live, die, and rise from the dead so that we can be with Him forever one day. Sometimes things can distract us from getting close to God.
•	Give each kid a copy of the Small Group Activity Page and a pencil and let them complete the maze.
You’ll notice along the way there are things that can be distractions from the true treasure of time with God. What things do you see? (Allow responses.) Don’t let those things make you get lost. Keep following the right path to God on the other side.

Dismissal
God gives us everything we need, and He loves us more than we could ever understand. We put God first because He deserves it. That’s how we live the life He wants to give us. Let’s pray.
Prayer
	
Dear God, thank You for the gifts You give us. Please help us to never let them get in the way of putting You first. Help us to know that You are the greatest treasure. You want us to have a powerful life, and we can have that when we put You first. Amen.


Faith Fact Recap
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

One important thing I want you to remember from today is our Faith Fact. Say it with me. I put God first.
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
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